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Poquonock Community Church
Windsor, Connecticut
Dear Friends in Christ,
I have two windows in my office. From one I can see Poquonock School. From the other, the
view changes almost daily as I watch Poquonock Commons, the new housing development,
coming into being almost in our back yard. I often think about this community that is
Poquonock – a village within a town – and wonder what the real needs of this area are.
As I look out the windows of my office I see the places symbolic of the people they contain.
The school, where young children spend over half their waking hours hopefully learning to ask
meaningful questions as they struggle to understand the world they are living in. Out the other
window I see houses; symbols of the families that will live and love and struggle to
communicate as they live there.
The “real need” the people of Poquonock have is supplied in Jesus, who died to meet their most
fundamental need – peace with God. And there are real needs this village has as it struggles to
find a center. I’d love to hear from any of you who read this newsletter any idea you have that
would help Poquonock to be a more cohesive community.
I like Young’s Literal Translation of Matthew 28:19-20, where Jesus said, “…having gone,
then, disciple all the nations, (baptizing them — to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all, whatever I did command you).” We believers
in Jesus don’t have to go to Poquonock. We’re already here!
We who believe in Jesus are being watched from the windows of the houses and school in
Poquonock. To this point, if they think of us at all, they probably see us as “those odd people
who still go to church.” No matter. But that highlights at least one important thing Poquonock
needs: There needs to be somewhere where the people who live here can and will gather and
become real community to one another.
Yours in Christ,

Jon
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~~Family Dinner~~
Do you remember the days when extended family always had dinner together on Sunday
afternoon? It was kind of a tradition in the days when there was nothing else you could do.
Here in Connecticut there were “Blue Laws” – the term apparently comes from the 1650s in
England and had to do with the color of Oliver Cromwell’s stockings. It referred to rigid
Puritan legalism. But that’s getting a little off-topic. Do you remember family dinner?
In case you don’t… here’s how it went. Everyone got home from church, got into casual
clothes (people used to dress for church, you know), and gathered mid-afternoon at one of the
family homes around town. Different parts of the family would show up different weeks due to
availability, who was more friendly with whom, and sometimes, due to what Aunt Edith was
making for dinner.
Dinner itself was usually a roast of some sort, because that “stretched.” This wasn’t potluck.
Aunt Edith made it all this week. Next week the family would be at Mom and Dad’s, and
they’d make the dinner, and so it went. After dinner, the men would go to the living room and
the women to the kitchen for conversation, or everyone would go outside to play croquet or
volleyball, badminton, or softball.
Do you miss that experience of “doing life together?” Or are you young enough that you never
knew what extended family sitting together for no other reason than a good meal and company
feels like? If so, you really should join “the family” on Thursday evenings here at PCC. Folks
are welcome to gather from 5:30 p.m. onward. Some of us are usually in the Sanctuary
practicing for Sunday morning at that time, and you’re welcome to join us for that. Then, at
6:15, we all sit down for soup and home-baked bread. Every week, someone different makes
the soup, just like the old days. The bread-making happens Thursday at lunchtime in the church
kitchen. Anyone is welcome to drop in and help. Our Family Dinner always ends with a time
of relaxed worship with communion, and we’re always done by 7:30.
Some practices of life that were handed down from generation to generation really are the best.
We invite you to come (your friends are welcome too) and be part of the family that gathers
around the tables at Family Dinner.

Verse of the Month: Philippians 2:1-2 “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any
comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.”
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Fall Preaching and Lectionary Guide
October 5 Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm: 19
Epistle: Philippians 2:1-4
Gospel: John 3:25-30
Sermon: Servants in Encouragement
Pray for Holy Zion Church of the Jubilee and pastor Freddie Mae Barnes.
Pray for the work of NECCF.
October 12 Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm: 106:1-5
Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: Matthew 20:20-28
Sermon: Servants in Humility
Pray for Asylum Hill Congregational Church, Hartford, CT and pastor Matt Laney.
Pray for Terry Shanahan, CCC Northeast Regional Minister.
October 19 Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost (Fall Pledge Campaign Begins)
Psalm: 99
Epistle: Philippians 2:12-18
Gospel: Mark 14:55-65; 15:1-5, and Isaiah 53:7
Sermon: Servants in Obedient Pleasure
Pray for Bethany Congregational Church, Santa Barbara, CA and pastor Anthony.
Pray for Rob O’Neill, CCCC Director of Church Development.
October 26 Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost (Reformation Sunday)
Psalm: Psalm 1
Epistle: Philippians 2:19-30
Gospel: John 14:8-14
Sermon: Servants Indeed!
Pray for Calvary Church, Brighton, East Sussex, UK.
Pray for Dr. Ron Hamilton, CCCC Conference Minister.
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PCC Children’s Ministry
The children’s ministry portion of our Sunday morning service is looking for helpers to
assist all teachers during the children’s teaching to assure our students have proper adult
supervision at all times. How often each helper is needed depends on how many sign up.
Responsibilities include being available to help walk with the students to their classroom
from the sanctuary, being present in the hallway, checking in on each classroom
occasionally, pointing any adult visitors toward the sanctuary if lost, being available to
assist the teacher with their lesson if more students than usual attend, helping with students
going to the bathroom, walking students to Robertson Hall at the end of class, and helping
teachers clean up after class.
This position will require a short application and background check about working with
children. Those who have already had background checks are exempt. Please inquire to
Chris Johnson.

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS
A reminder to everyone about the shoe boxes. We have to start putting boxes together in early
November, and we do not have many items at this point. People can bring in single items, take
a box and do their own (we will have them available), or donate money, and Janet Rinaldi and
Barbara Hale will do the shopping.
The disaster relief offering this year will be for St. John's Lutheran Church in Pilger, Nebraska.
This church was completely destroyed by the twin tornados that went through that area last
spring. This offering will be collected in early October.

EMAIL CHANGE
Sue Ouellette ~ Susan27Ouellette@outlook.com
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Women of Faith, Hartford
November 7, 7:00-10:00 p.m.
November 8, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tickets are still available to be part of Trinity United Methodist Church's group. There are
tickets with floor seating right in front of the stage for $131, and tickets in Section 104 for $81.
Contact Marsha Pedersen at marshapederson@comcast.net or at home 860-298-8922, or cell
860-874-3015.
Checks are to be made payable to Wanda Carmon and mailed to Wanda at 60 Orchard Road,
Windsor, CT 06095.

PLEASE REMEMBER:
WINDSOR FOOD BANK COLLECTION
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

NEWS FROM MARY’S DESK
There is a refreshing vibe in the air at PCC. More
activities and programs are developing, showing life in the
church. The appearance of PCC is also starting to look
refreshing and warm. Let’s keep this motion going!

Thought for the month: Peace is seeing a sunset and knowing whom to thank.
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A Note Of Thanks
To Brown’s Harvest:
Thank you very much for all of the mums you donated to the church to give it an Autumn
welcome. Everybody is truly enjoying how it looks.
From Steve & Leah Bushnik:
Our family thanks you all tremendously for your outpouring of love and prayer for our son
Andy. We pray the Lord bless you and this church ten fold for your support. Your prayers
have been felt, and Andy is on the mend. Many Thanks. God Bless.
From Barbara Gridley:
Thanks to all who supported me during Bob’s illness and death; you were a real blessing.
Your prayers for Bob and for me, cards, food for the reception, beautiful flowers, hugs, and
just being there were all such a blessing to me during this very difficult time. God Bless all
of you.

Passings
Robert E. Gridley: August 29, 1926 ~ September 9, 2014

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Check out the current edition of the CCCC Newsletter, "The Foresee" using this link:
http://www.ccccusa.com/The-Foresee
 Newsletter Deadline For Next Issue (October ) is Friday, October 24, 2014.
poquonockcc@sbcglobal.net

For those of you with a computer, a great Scripture resource is the Daily Office, an
arrangement of Bible readings that Christians world-wide use. www.esvbible.org offers
many reading plans to suit your needs. I like the Daily Office because it follows the
church year.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Pierce Martin
Mary Blodgett
Connor Bailey
David Kiersznowski
Joshua Christopherson
Nathan Michalewicz
Jonathan Varnet
Tyler Christopherson
Scott Allison
Grace Johnson

10/6
10/6
10/12
10/14
10/18
10/19
10/25
10/28
10/28
10/31

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Brian & Paula Wetzel
Sue & George Nagy
Kenneth & Joann Smith

8

10/10
10/16
10/22
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