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PC
C
Poquonock Community Church
Windsor, Connecticut
Dear Friends in Christ,
At a recent meeting of our Elders, the subject of a fall “pledge campaign” came up. After
everyone yawned uncomfortably, we quickly realized that in a missional church (read this
for a definition of missional: http://www.friendofmissional.org), doing an “annual pledge
campaign” really communicates to our church, “You’re not family. We see you the way
Public Radio sees you: as a donor base we need in order to keep the institution going.”
What does Jesus say about giving to the institution? (wait for it… wait for it…) Nothing. In
fact, Jesus’ only words on tithing (giving the first 10% to God), he spoke to the Pharisees, a
bunch of church legalists. What he said to them is pretty direct. “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have
done, without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23)
Justice, mercy, and faithfulness sound like a great “agenda” for the life of a church. What
Jesus is really saying about tithing in this passage is that the tithe is so basic it ought to be
automatic. We don’t tithe to keep the institution going. We tithe because we love God,
love others, and want to engage in the work of making disciples! And we do those things
because God first loved us through the finished work of Christ.
Instead of having a pledge campaign this month we want to challenge you to do what Jesus
has called you to: Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly (and faithfully) with God (reference
Micah 6:8). And tithe, because you love God and because you want to be members of one
another in covenant faithfulness.
We’d like you to also be watching for a communication tool we’re putting together. It is an
Annual Congregational Survey. The Survey is going to give you a yearly chance to renew
the promises you made with your church family and before God when you joined PCC. If
you are part of the PCC community but haven’t yet committed to us, the Survey will be
your opportunity to let us know when you are ready to commit to this Body in worship,
service, and faithfulness.
Yours in Christ,

Jon
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Playschool Taskforce Forming
In the late 1970s, some of our members saw a need in the community. Inflation was
running around 11%, wages were stagnant, and families were getting squeezed, forcing
both parents to work full time. Remember when two-parent homes were the norm?
Churches of all types began opening pre-schools in a frantic response to the need.
Today’s families look very different than they did back then. Today’s homes operate
differently as well. Towns, civic organizations, and the State have responded by opening
free pre-schools, and we are well on our way to universal, State-sponsored pre-school.
Pre-schools, such as our Poquonock Playschool, are now the ones feeling the pinch.
Registration is down even after a great publicity effort by our staff. Last month we held a
forum after church on a Sunday to ask what could be and should be done. The response
was very mixed, in part because the Playschool never had a specific mission or vision. In
short, we don’t really know why the Playschool is here. It is just “here.”
The one clear message we got from the forum was to put out a call to the congregation
about the Playschool. We want to know if there are about four of our members who have
a passion to develop a vision and mission statement for re-developing the Playschool in
line with our shared mission in Christ as a church. Implied in this call is the idea that such
a taskforce would consistently take the time over the next year to see the vision through to
reality.
If you would like to know more about the taskforce and what serving as part of this team
would mean, please call the church office (688-2014) during regular office hours and ask
to speak with Pastor Jon or Pastor Chris.

Verse of the Month: “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do
not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given
to us, let us use them.” ~ Romans 12:4-6
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Preaching and Lectionary Guide
November 2 Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost (All Saints Sunday)
Psalm: 43
Epistle: Philippians 3:1-11
Gospel: Mark 8:34-38
Sermon: Servants in Loss
Pray for Holy Temple Church of God in Christ, Windsor, and pastor Robert Young.
November 9 Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm: 70
Epistle: Philippians 3:12-4:3
Gospel: John 17:20-26
Sermon: Servants in Common Cause
Pray for Grace Evangelical Free Church, Stamford, CT and pastor Scott Taylor.
A recent suicide in the congregation has been very difficult on the whole family.
November 16 Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm: 90:1-11
Epistle: Philippians 4:4-13
Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33
Sermon: Servants in Gratefulness
Pray for The Meetinghouse Church, Salem, MA and pastor Matt Kaminski.
November 23 Christ the King Sunday
Psalm: 100
Epistle: Philippians 4:14-23
Gospel: John 1:14-18
Sermon: Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!
Pray for Antalya Evangelical Church, Kaleici, Turkey, and pastor Ramazan Arkan.
November 30 First Sunday of Advent
Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 (Preaching Text)
Epistle: 1 Peter 5:6-11
Gospel: Acts 1:6-11
Advent Candle Lighting 1 (Hope)
Sermon: Christ Our Restoration
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Have you found PCC ONLINE?
We’ve done a lot of work on upgrading our “online presence.” The next time you’re in
front of a computer (a smart phone will also work), you really should check us out! Our
main website is www.pccwindsor.com. The site functions as an interactive welcome
packet and is a great way to introduce a friend to our church. Pretty much all the basic
information on us as a people is there.
There are also many things available there that our members will want to see. We have
links to our monthly calendar and the most recent copy of The Road (that’s the monthly
newsletter you are reading right this minute!) Every Monday we post the Sunday sermon
on the website, both in audio and text form. The printed version is also available at
http://poquonockcc.wordpress.com.
PCC also has a Facebook page. You’ll find it at https://www.facebook.com/pccwindsor.
Chris Johnson, our Associate Pastor, maintains the page. He posts all kinds of up-to-theminute ideas, devotional thoughts, and encouraging discussion.
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You Are Invited!
Harvest of Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 23 at 5 p.m.
Robertson Hall at PCC
Turkey and Beverages provided
Please offer side dishes or desserts
By calling (860) 688-2014 ASAP!

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS

A reminder to everyone about the shoe boxes. We have to start putting boxes together in early
November, and we do not have many items at this point. People can bring in single items, take
a box and do their own (we will have them available), or donate money, and Janet Rinaldi and
Barbara Hale will do the shopping.
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Women of Faith, Hartford
November 7, 7:00-10:00 p.m.
November 8, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tickets are still available to be part of Trinity United Methodist Church's group. There are
tickets with floor seating right in front of the stage for $131, and tickets in Section 104 for $81.
Contact Marsha Pedersen at marshapederson@comcast.net or at home 860-298-8922, or cell
860-874-3015.
Checks are to be made payable to Wanda Carmon and mailed to Wanda at 60 Orchard Road,
Windsor, CT 06095.

POQUONOCK PLAYSCHOOL
Thanks to everyone who purchased Lyman Orchard pies for our fundraiser. We made a
profit of $100. The pies will be delivered on November 12. Please be prompt in picking
them up as they are frozen and we don’t have storage for all of them.

NEWS FROM MARY’S DESK
I will be on vacation November 13 – November 22. If you are
bringing a dish for the Thanksgiving dinner, please let me know
before November 13 so I know what to expect for the dinner.
My annual Adult Christmas Party is Saturday, December 13 at 7 p.m. at my home, 10
Hobson Ave., Windsor. Food and beverages are supplied. Please bring an unwrapped toy
for donation. The toys will be going to The Hartford Boys and Girls Club.
Thought for the month: Our soul finds no rest until it rests in God. ~ Augustine
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A Special Taxi Ride
By Sue Ouellette
Recently, my sister and I were on a long cab ride home late at night. My sister slept while I
struck up a conversation with the driver. We got to talking about where we went to
college, and I told him I attended Anna Maria College in Paxton, MA. He remarked how
interesting this was, as he lived just a ½ mile from the college and knew it well.
Realizing I was a Christian, he told me that he was a Christian as well and said he had
something on his mind he wanted to talk to me about. He described how many years ago he
was worried about whether his grandmother had gone to heaven or not. He pleaded with
God in prayer for him to be given a sign that she was indeed in heaven. He had been
reading Matthew 25:31-46 about how God would separate the sheep from the goats at the
end of time, deciding who would enter heaven. In search for a sign, he turned on his
television to EWTN to listen to his favorite preacher. As it so happened, the preacher said
he was preaching that night on Matthew 25:31-46. The driver was so amazed at this
seeming coincidence, that he interpreted this as God’s sign to him that his grandmother was
indeed in heaven and he was then at peace. I applauded his faith.
The driver then said to me that he had something else on his mind; he said he wasn’t sure of
his own salvation. “I don’t know if I’ve done enough good deeds, given enough time or
money to charity, spent enough time visiting the sick or imprisoned, or if I’ve prayed
enough to get into heaven.” I said to him that the answer could be found in the only reliable
source, the Bible. He acknowledged this but remained unsure. So I referred to John 3:16:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” I read this to mean that if we believe that
Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, we will be saved, and that none of us are worthy
enough to “earn” heaven on our own, and that is why Jesus died for us on the cross.
If we believe in Jesus, His sacrifice opened heaven for us. Furthermore, Romans 10:13
says, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” And then, Proverbs 3:5-6:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.”
At hearing this, the driver said he knew these verses very well and had not thought before
that these passages are God’s promise to us. The drivers’ demeaner brightened
considerably, and we now had arrived at my sister’s house. The driver got our luggage
from the trunk of the cab and set it down. Our fare had been paid in advance, so he said
goodnight and turned to leave. I stopped him for a brief moment, shook hands with him
and thanked him. “I met a stranger and I found a friend,” I said to him. He took both of my
hands into his hands, his eyes welled up with tears, and he said, “Thank you so much” and
we parted ways.
Sometimes God puts us in just the right place at the right time to deliver a message for
someone in need. Amen to that.
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Associate Pastor Fund
Commitments for the 1st year are being accepted. Please issue a separate check with
“Assoc. Pastor” in the memo section. If you have not mde a commitment and would like to
support this fund, please feel free to do so. Keep in mind that the funding of this position is
a combination of member giving and an anonymous charitable foundation grant. We’d
greatly appreciate it if you would send in the 1st year’s commitment check by December 1,
2014. If you have forgotten your pledge amount, please see Patti Boglisch.

PLEASE REMEMBER:
WINDSOR FOOD BANK COLLECTION
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Check out the current edition of the CCCC Newsletter, "The Foresee" using this link:
http://www.ccccusa.com/The-Foresee
 Newsletter Deadline for the next issue (December) is Friday, November 21, 2014.
poquonockcc@sbcglobal.net

For those of you with a computer, a great Scripture resource is the Daily Office, an
arrangement of Bible readings that Christians worldwide use. www.esvbible.org offers
many reading plans to suit your needs. I like the Daily Office because it follows the
church year.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Jon Colegrove
Lucille Benoit
Heidi Michalewicz
Alex Connor
Jim Doherty
Sue Nagy
Sadie Gapko
Sierra Solnick
Jerry Schroeter
Faith Poggi
Lynne Hosig

11/2
11/2
11/5
11/6
11/16
11/16
11/19
11/23
11/24
11/27
11/28

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Doug & Lee Ann Kerr
Rob & Jennifer Gentry
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11/10
11/10
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