February
2015
1

Poquonock Community Church
Windsor, Connecticut

PC
C
Poquonock Community Church
Windsor, Connecticut

Have you ever pictured your heart as a battlefield in a conflict between a rebellious Subject and
a King? There are many visuals we could use to describe the transformation God wants to
effect in us, but really battle sounds like a good choice. Contemporary hymn writer Bob
Kauflin writes,
O great God of highest heav'n
occupy my lowly heart
own it all and reign supreme
conquer ev'ry rebel pow'r
Let no vice or sin remain
that resists your holy war
You have loved and purchased me
make me yours forever more
But do we see the battle for what it is? Unlike human battles with tanks and guns and armies
arrayed in “glorious conflict,” this battle often seems pretty ordinary. Instead of tanks, the
beautiful landscape is run down by careless and selfish deeds. Rather than using guns, we shoot
looks with our eyes and wound with our lips. And our armies gather on “my side” and “yours.”
Kauflin’s hymn also reminds me that the battle is silly because the territory was bought and
paid for fair and square. My soul belongs to Jesus, so why does my heart still fight against his
taking possession of what is rightfully his?
I was blinded by my sin
Had no ears to hear your voice
Did not know your love within
Had no taste for heaven's joys
Then Your Spirit gave me life
Opened up Your word to me
Through the gospel of Your Son
Gave me endless hope and peace
I was blind and deaf, and that’s for sure. Why, even now that I’m a Christian, do I still so often
shut my eyes and stop up my ears? And why are my tastes so off that I don’t recognize the
difference between holy sweetness and saccharin? The blockage is in what I have chosen to see
and hear and eat. Jesus himself is light and song and bread and wine. The only hope for the
end of the conflict is to taste and see that the Lord is good.
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Nearly every war I’ve ever heard of ended with the signing of a treaty. The language of our
treaty with God sounds like this:
Help me now to live a life
That's dependent on your grace
Keep my heart and guard my soul
From the evils that I face
You are worthy to be praised
With my ev'ry thought and deed
O great God of highest heav'n
Glorify your Name through me
God isn’t looking for warriors. Curiously, God isn’t looking for surrender either: that would be
cowardice. What he’s looking for are subjects who know and trust the protection of their King.
It is just as simple as that.
Yours in Christ,

Jon

Verse of the Month: O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies
exult over me.
Psalm 25:2

Churches to pray for in February:
February 1 Pray for Grace Episcopal Church, Windsor, and Pastor Chip Elliot
February 8 Pray for Sherman Congregational Church, CT and Pastor Paul Astbury
February 15 Pray for Palmwood Church, Orlando, FL, and Planting Pastor John Kimball
February 22 Pray for Eglise Evangelique Amiens (The Evangelical Church of Amiens),
Abbeville, France and pastor Tony Tornatore.

Preaching and Lectionary Guide
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February 1 Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany
Psalm: 111
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Gospel: Mark 1:21-28
Sermon: Calling the Unclean
February 8 Fifth Sunday after The Epiphany
Psalm: 147:1-12, 21c
Epistle: Isaiah 40:21-31
Gospel: Mark 1:29-39
Sermon: Calling the Sick, the Possessed, and All who Search
February 15 Last Sunday after The Epiphany
Psalm: 50:1-6
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Gospel: Mark 9:2-9
Sermon: Transformed by Call
Preaching Series: Resurrections
February 18 Ash Wednesday – Join us for a special Family Dinner at 6 pm
February 22 First Sunday in Lent
Psalm: 25:1-9
Epistle: I Peter 3:18-22
Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 (preaching text)
Sermon: Resurrections: Baptism in the Holy Spirit
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Scout Sunday, February 1
Boy Scout Troop 56 at PCC
Boys Interested in Scouting Welcomed
Scout Sunday will be celebrated at Poquonock Community Church on February 1, 2015.
It is an occasion when Scouting activities, which occur throughout the year, are
recognized by the Church.
The Troop is recognized for its level of Scout participation with, for example, nearly all
joining in the summer scout camp experience. The Boy Scouts assist in many
community projects, including Church projects. The Boy Scout Troop has 10 members.
The Troop is supported by about 11 trained Scout leaders in differing roles. The Scouts
learn Scouting ways in their development from boys to young men. Poquonock
Community Church sponsorship provides for continuity in Scouting and a location for
meetings.
New Scouts are welcomed. Boys interested in Scouting may join at any time. Questions
on joining Boy Scouting may be directed to the Scoutmaster, Jim McColgan at 860-6871974 or via email at mccolganjj@aol.com. Boy Scouts meet in patrols within the Troop,
weekly, at the church. Boy Scouting begins at age 11 or when 5th grade is completed.
Boys interested in Cub Scouting should also contact Jim McColgan. Cub Scouting
begins at age 7 or when in the first grade. Arrangements will be made for participation in
a Cub Scout pack located in Windsor.
Scout Sunday arrangements are being coordinated by Scoutmaster Jim McColgan and
Assistant Scoutmaster Jeff Silliman. Carol Elkins serves as the Troop Scout Committee
Chairperson. Terry Schnure is the Charter Organization Representative to the Cub Pack
and the Scout Troop from Poquonock Community Church, Congregational.
As the charter organization, Poquonock Community Church, Congregational history with
Scouting is extensive. Boy Scout Troop 56 was originally chartered on March 15, 1935;
it was sponsored by a number of different groups, including the Couple’s Club and the
Men’s Fellowship. The Church began chartering the Troop on December 1, 1957. This
year, Troop 56 will have been organized for 80 years.
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NEWS FROM MARY’S DESK
New telephone directories will be out this month. If there are
incorrect listings in the old one that you are aware of, please notify
me soon. I would also like to have everyone’s birthday and
anniversary, without the year. Please send me an email with
information. Thank you.
I will be on vacation February 27, returning to the office on March 9.
Thought for the month: “The gestures of worship are meaningless if the heart isn’t
right.” ~ Delray Baptist Church

PLEASE REMEMBER:
WINDSOR FOOD BANK COLLECTION
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Check out the current edition of the CCCC Newsletter, "The Foresee" using this link:
http://www.ccccusa.com/The-Foresee

Newsletter Deadline for the next issue (March) is Friday, February 20, 2014.
poquonockcc@sbcglobal.net

For those of you with a computer, a great Scripture resource is the Daily Office, an
arrangement of Bible readings that Christians worldwide use. www.esvbible.org offers
many reading plans to suit your needs. I like the Daily Office because it follows the
church year.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1/30

Carmela Corey
Stu Latsha
John Hoynoski
Florence Schroeter
Emily Hoynoski
Maurice Back
Austin Connor
George Dugdale
Tina Rivera
Paige Wetzel

2/9
2/10
2/12
2/13
2/17
2/19
2/21
2/21
2/25
2/26

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Johnny & Cindy Gapko

2/14

A Note of Thanks
Dear brothers and sisters at PCC,
It was such a blessing to worship with you earlier this month. Thank you for hosting
brunch and for your warm hospitality. We are looking forward to a long and fruitful
partnership with your church as we serve the Lord of the Harvest with you in Asia.
~ Matt & Kat Riley
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RECIPES
Cranberry Mold
6 oz. package cherry Jello
2 C. boiling water
2 Tbsp. Sugar
16 oz. can of whole cranberry sauce
Mix all together and put in the refrigerator for 1 ½ hours, and then mix in:
1 pint (16 oz.) sour cream
½ cup chopped nuts
Pour into 1 round Pyrex dish or mold that has been sprayed with Pam.
Refrigerate.

Breakfast Strata
2 lbs. Breakfast sausage (I use Jimmy Dean, 1 reg., 1 hot, but you can also use links)
1 can mushroom soup
1 apple, peeled and chopped or shredded
4 eggs beaten
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded
12 slices wheat bread, cubed
Dash of tobacco sauce
Brown sausage and chop up. Drain. In large bowl mix all other ingredients. Add sausage
and put in greased 9x13 pan. Cover with foil and refrigerate overnight. Remove from
refrigerator in the morning and let warm up for 15 min. Remove foil and bake at 325
degrees for 1 hour.
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