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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

We are entering a month-long celebration pretty much called Christmas.  It formally 

begins on “Black Friday,” though most retail stores put up their Christmas 

decorations the day after Halloween.  PCC also puts its decorations up the first 

Sunday in Advent.   

 

Ah… Advent.  Now, what’s that?  It sort of gets swallowed up in all the Christmas-

ing that’s going on.  Advent is actually the beginning of the “church year.”  It 

encompasses the four Sundays before Christmas Day.  The purpose of Advent is to 

“prepare the way for the Lord.”  Advent is a time of great expectation and joy.    

 

If you are old enough, you might remember your family having a tradition of 

bringing the Christmas tree in on December 24 and decorating it then.  Those were 

the days when Advent was truly a time for focused, joyful anticipation.  You know:  

 

Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat 

Please to put a penny in the old man’s hat. 

If you haven’t got a penny, a ha’penny will do 

If you haven’t got a ha’penny, God bless you! 

 

Oh wait.  That poem is all about the goose.  In the modern, internet, post-everything 

age, we have become so divorced from the source of our food, most of us have 

never seen a goose getting fat!  Before there was that kind of expectation (focused 

on the food), there was this kind of expectation, written in the 4
th

 Century and 

translated in 1864 by Gerald Moultrie: 

 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

 

Behind the shopping, behind the decorating, behind the food and the presents and 

the family gatherings, there is Christ about to break into this world, of which he 
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himself is the agent of creation; about to fulfill the greatest mystery of all: how to 

reconcile sinful man and perfect God. 

 

A most happy Advent to you all! 

 

 
Jon 

             
 

Playschool Taskforce Forming 

 

In the late 1970s, some of our members saw a need in the community.  Inflation 

was running around 11%, wages were stagnant, and families were getting squeezed, 

forcing both parents to work full-time.  Remember when two-parent homes were 

the norm?  Churches of all types began opening pre-schools in a frantic response to 

the need.   

 

Today’s families look very different from back then.   Today’s homes operate 

differently as well.  Towns, civic organizations, and the State have responded by 

opening free pre-schools, and we are well on our way to universal, State-sponsored 

pre-school.   

 

Pre-schools, such as our Poquonock Playschool, are now the ones feeling the pinch.  

Registration is down even after a great publicity effort by our staff.  Last month we 

held a forum after church on a Sunday to ask what was to be done.  The response 

was very mixed, in part because the Playschool never had a specific mission or 

vision.  In short, we don’t really know why the Playschool is here.  It is just here.   

 

The one clear message we got from the forum was to put out a call to the 

congregation about the Playschool.   We want to know if there are about four of our 

members who have a passion to develop a vision and mission statement for re-

developing the Playschool in-line with our shared mission in Christ as a church.  

Implied in this call is the idea that such a taskforce would consistently take the time 

over the next year to see the vision through to reality.   

 

If you would like to know more about the taskforce and what serving as part of this 

team would mean, please call the church office (688-2014) during regular office 

hours and ask to speak with Pastor Jon or Pastor Chris.   
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Verse of the Month: “For as in one body we have many members, and the 

members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according 

to the grace given to us, let us use them.”                      Romans 12:4-6 

 

 

 
 
 

Have you found PCC ONLINE? 
 

We’ve done a lot of work on upgrading our “online presence.”  The next time 
you’re in front of a computer (a smart phone will also work), you really should 
check us out!  Our main website is www.pccwindsor.com.  The site functions as 
an interactive welcome packet and is a great way to introduce a friend to our 
church.   Pretty much all the basic information on us as a people is there.   
 

There are also many things available there that our members will want to see.  
We have links to our monthly calendar and the most recent copy of The Road 
(that’s the monthly newsletter you are reading right this minute!)  Every 
Monday we post the Sunday sermon on the website, both in audio and text 
form.  The printed version is also available at 
http://poquonockcc.wordpress.com.   
 

PCC also has a Facebook page.   You’ll find it at 
https://www.facebook.com/pccwindsor. 
Chris Johnson, our Associate Pastor, maintains the page.  He posts all kinds of up-
to-the-minute ideas, devotional thoughts, and encouraging discussion.  

               
 

A NOTE FROM CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 

 

PCC was able to put together 58 shoeboxes and deliver them to Wintonbury Baptist 

Church for children around the world to enjoy.  Many thanks to everyone who 

donated items to make this possible.  Thanks also to Pete, Dee and Fay for all of 

their help. 

 

http://www.pccwindsor.com/
http://poquonockcc.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pccwindsor
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Preaching and Lectionary Guide 
December 7  Second Sunday of Advent (Jon preaching) 

Psalm:  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (Preaching Text) 

Epistle:  Ephesians 2:11-17 

Gospel: Luke 10:1-7a 

Advent Candle Lighting 2 (Peace)   
Sermon: Christ Our Peace 
Pray for Christ Proclamation Church, Windsor, CT and pastor Steve Thiel as they search for a 
permanent location for their new church. 

 
December 14  Third Sunday of Advent (Chris preaching) 

Psalm: 126 

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  (Preaching Text) 
Gospel:  Luke 4:16-21 

Advent Candle Lighting 3 (Joy) 

Sermon: Christ Our Righteousness 
Pray for First Congregational Church of Pomfret, CT and pastor Tom Crumb as they rebuild.  
One year ago (Dec. 8) their church was destroyed by fire. 

 
December 21  Fourth Sunday of Advent (Jon preaching) 

Psalm: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 (Preaching Text) 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24  
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30  
Advent Candle Lighting 4 (Love) 

Sermon: Christ Our Faithfulness 
Pray for Paul Congregational Church, Paul, ID as they search for a new senior pastor. 

 
December 24  Christmas Eve (Wednesday) 

5 pm  Service of Lessons and Carols 

Advent Candle Lighting 5 (Christ) 

 
December 28  First Sunday After Christmas 

Psalm: Psalm 147 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3  
Epistle:  Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7  
Gospel:  John 1:1-18  
Pray for The Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Collique, Peru and for pastors Arnaldo 
Murga and Felix Bravo. 
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Christmas Workshop !       

DATE: Saturday, December 6 

TIME:  2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

 

All ages are welcome!  Come help decorate the tree, do holiday crafts, make a 

gingerbread house, enjoy some snacks and hot cocoa! 

 

This is a great community outreach event. Please invite your friends and neighbors, 

especially those with young children. 

 

I am looking for a few crafters to do tables and help with hospitality that day. 

 

Any questions? Email paulawetzel@cox.net 

                 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 

It’s that time of year again.  Poinsettias may be purchased to decorate our sanctuary 

on Christmas Eve and into January.  Plants may be purchased for $10 each and 

given in memory of a loved one or in honor of a person or event.  Names will be 

listed in our Christmas bulletin.  Please give payment with special names to Cathy 

Butterworth or leave it in the church office no later than December 17.  Plants will 

be distributed to those who are ill and to our shut-ins after Christmas.  Call Cathy 

with questions at (860) 285-0624 or the church office at (860) 688-2014. 

 
 

                 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

 

On Wednesday, December 10, at 7:00 p.m. sharp we will be having our annual 

Christmas Caroling at Kindred Rehabilitation Center.  Come sing and share the 

holiday spirit with people who cannot get out and enjoy the season. 
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In Memory Of: 

 

Marjorie Allison 

May 29, 1926 ~ November 14, 2014 

 

The Sandy Hook Victims 

December 14, 2012 ~ 9:35 a.m. 

 

Charlotte Bacon, Daniel Barden, Rachel Davino, Olivia Engel, Josephine Gay, 

Ana M. Marquez-Greene, Adam Lanza, Nancy Lanza, Dylan Hockley, Dawn 

Hochsprung, Madeleine F. Hsu, Catherine V. Hubbard, Chase Kowalski, Jesse 

Lewis, James Mattioli, Grace McDonnell, Anne Marie Murphy, Emilie Parker, 

Jack Pinto, Noah Pozner, Caroline Previdi, Jessica Rekos, Avielle Richman, 

Lauren Rousseau, Mary Sherlach, Victoria Soto, Benjamin Wheeler, Allison N. 

Wyatt. 
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POQUONOCK PLAYSCHOOL  

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL! 
 

 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 NEWS FROM MARY’S DESK 

 
My annual Adult Christmas Party is Saturday, December 13, at 

7:00 p.m. at my home, 10 Hobson Ave., Windsor.  Food and 

beverages are supplied.  Please bring an unwrapped toy(s) for 

donation.   The toys will be going to The Hartford Boys and Girls 

Club.  We would love to see you there. 

 

Merry Christmas 
 

Thought for the month:  God sees us as we can be, but loves us as we are. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER: 
 

WINDSOR FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Check out the current edition of the CCCC Newsletter, "The Foresee" using this link:      

http://www.ccccusa.com/The-Foresee 
 

 Newsletter Deadline for the next issue (January)  is Friday, December 19, 2014. 

poquonockcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 For those of you with a computer, a great Scripture resource is the Daily Office, an 

arrangement of Bible readings that Christians worldwide use.   www.esvbible.org offers 

many reading plans to suit your needs.  I like the Daily Office because it follows the 

church year. 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

    Diane Pomeroy    12/5 

    Bill Storey     12/10 

    Rhiannon Kiersznowski   12/12 

    Chris Carroll    12/13 

    Ben Meyers     12/15 

    Chris Johnson    12/23 

    Fay Slywa     12/27 

    Lucile Anderson    12/29 

    Jill Thompson    12/30 

    

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

    Rick & Mary Blodgett   12/3 

    Bill & Faith Poggi    12/4 

    Tina & Saulo Rivera   12/10 

     

   

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.ccccusa.com/The-Foresee
mailto:poquonockcc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.esvbible.org/
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